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 RCW 70.275 
 2010 Law passed 

 2013 Program begins 

 Rule Process 
 Current status 

 Collector rules 

 Stewardship Program 
 State contractor 

 MRW collectors 

 



RCW 70.275 Mercury Lights – proper 
disposal 
 Producer funded 

 Collection, transportation, and 
recycling 

 “Residential” lights  

 1 site per county plus 1 site per city 
(>10,000 pop) 

 Drop 15 lights in a 90 day period 

 No charge at drop off 



Draft Mercury-Containing Lights Product 
Stewardship Rule – WAC 173-910 
 

http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/swfa/mercurylights/rulemaking.html 

March 

June 

August 

November 

 Informal comment 

 Formal rule 

 Public hearing 

 Rule adoption 

 



Draft Mercury-Containing Lights Product 
Stewardship Rule – WAC 173-910 
 

http://listserv.wa.gov/cgi-bin/wa?A0=ECOLOGY-MERCURY-CONTAINING-LIGHT 

March 

June 

August 

November 

 Informal comment 

 Formal rule 

 Public hearing 

 Rule adoption 

 
Sign up on the Mercury Listserv 



 “Collectors of mercury-containing lights 
will not process collected lights” 

HWTR Focus Sheet on Bulb Crushers 
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/pubs/1104009.pdf  
 

 
 Drum crusher processed  

materials not included in  
the program 



    Current Status 

 Producer fees 

 

 

 Ecology oversight 

 Start Jan 2013 

 

 Stewardship 
Organization 
▪ Stewardship plan 

▪ Collection service 

▪ Transport system 

▪ Processor/recycler 



Stewardship Organization 
 Minimum 113 sites (by law) 
 Collection sites: 

 MRW collectors, transfer stations, recyclers 

 Retailers, lighting stores, hardware stores 

 Lamp distributors 

 Collection events (rural areas) 



2012 Stewardship Timeline 

May 

June 

October 

November 

January 

 Ecology contract 

 Contracting  

 Site prep 

 Plans complete (safety/spill) 

 Program Start 



Responsibilities 
 Register (w/SO) 
 Post program info 
 Proper storage  
 Safe handling 

 Segregate lights 
 Spill/release plan 
 Worker safety plan 
 Proper shipping 

material  





Consumer messaging 
 Product websites  
 Hotline support 
 Stickers, brochures, posters  
 Trade shows  
 School programs 
 Advertising (news/radio) 
 Smartphone 
 Facebook  & Twitter 



Stewardship Organization 
 Update website info 
 Program brochures 
 Communication 
 Joint advertising 
 Trade associations  
 Retailer visits  



Kara Steward 

 360-407-6250 

 kara.steward@ecy.wa.gov 

Hawa Morrison 

 360-407-6999 

 hawa.morrison@ecy.wa.gov 

 
 
 

http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/swfa/mercurylights/ 
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 SLIDES that follow are not included in the 
presentation 



 



http://www.productcare.org/BC-Lights-FAQ
http://www.productcare.org/BC-Accepted-Lights
http://www.productcare.org/lights

